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Welcome to the November newsletter, we will endeavour to produce a 
newsletter roughly every 2 months to keep the club members up to date with 
events and information. The year is swiftly drawing to a close and I am very 
much looking forward to next year already. 
 
I have great news for the club, the permanent lighting at the track has been 
APPROVED and I am liaising with the council and our electrician to get the 
specifications finalised at this very moment. Definitely by the time daylight 
savings ends we will have permanent light poles installed; hopefully the work 
will be done over the December/January break. 
 
While I am talking about the track and Ryde Council I would like to also 
mention that the council has improved water drainage at the top of the track 
near the double gates, this will ease the flow of water and debris from 
travelling across the track. The Ryde Council are making sure our long term 
stay at Blenheim Park is as comfortable as possible. 
 
Thanks must go to Ryde Council for all they have done for the club recently 
and over the years. 
 
The Club Series has recently concluded and I am pleased to say that Ryde 
finished in second position with 2545 points. Congratulations to St Ives for 
ending the series in first place, and also to the other clubs that participated. 



Thanks must also go to Gavin Bruce from the St Ives club for all the effort he 
has put into organising the great series. 
 
As far as individual results go in the Club Series, congratulations must be 
given to the following Ryde club members. 
 
Ashley Anthony – 1st place in 2wd Stock Buggy 
 
Shane Edwards – 3rd place in 2wd Stock Buggy 
 
Edwin Ip – 2nd place in Stock truck 
 
Sean Chapple – 1st place in Modified Truck 
 
More results at http://clubseriesnsw.com 
 

    
Ashley Anthony   Sean Chapple              Breakin’ cars on the sk8 ramp           All dressed up and no place to race 

 
Next year the popular Club Series will continue and we will be hosting a round 
again, I look forward to watching the Ryde members perform and in particular 
the up and coming Ryde juniors who are representing the club. It was good to 
see Nathan Russell, Stephen Weakley, and Lucas Baldacchino at the Club 
Series improving their RC skills. Nathan Russell and Stephen Weakley also 
attended the State Titles at Castle Hill and no doubt gained valuable 
experience. 
 
Next year will see a couple of exciting changes to the calendar, there will be a 
Club Shield event late in the year which will see friendly rivalry between Ryde 
and St Ives take place as we battle for possession of the coveted Shield. 
 
Also there will be 2 rounds of Vintage meetings, round 1 to be held at St Ives 
and round 2 at Ryde. Therefore we will only be having one Vintage meet at 
Ryde from 2010 onwards instead of two. 
 
Keep watching our website, www.sydneyrc.com for next year’s calendar dates 
and events. 
 
In 2010 we will have two Sunday point score series for Ryde, Series 1 in the 
first half of the year and Series 2 the second half. Having three series proved 



inflexible in the past as the series was too short and did not fare well with 
regards to rain and cancellations due to major events. 
 
Having two series with roughly 10 rounds each will allow for greater flexibility 
and enable us to have 2 dropped rounds for the series, so if you cannot avoid 
missing 1 or 2 meetings due to other commitments you will still be in the 
running for a podium finish at the end of the series. The Saturday Series will 
continue to be a separate series held on the first Saturday of each month and 
will only allow 1 dropped round per series. 
 
Speaking of Series awards, we have our Series 2 and end of the year 
presentations on the 13th of December. This will take the form of a 4 hour 
endurance event with presentations held afterwards. 
 
Please bring a plate of food for on the presentation / enduro day as we won’t 
be having a BBQ like we normally do. If you’re not sure what to bring just give 
one of the committee members a call  
 
The Enduro will be contested in teams of 4 drivers with an award for the 
overall winner as well as the highest placed Stock team and the highest place 
team with a junior. 
It will be a great end to the years racing to see all Ryde club members attend 
this event and support those who will be awarded for their achievements. 
 
Remember, besides the club website mentioned above, you can always e-
mail the committee direct for any information required or find us on 
www.rctech.net  and have a chat, just look for the Ryde forum threads in the 
Australian section of the RC Tech website. 
 
See you all at the presentation day. 
 
Roman  De Simone 
President  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Committee Contact Details  
 
Roman De Simone – President / Interclub Rep 
romandesimone@hotmail.com  
0416 118 268 
 
Sean Chapple – Vice  President / Track 
chappleseano@optusnet.com.au 
0438 192 959 
 
Nick Máté – Secretary / Webmaster 
nickmate@iinet.net.au 
0400 604 550 
 
Shane Edwards – Treasurer / Race Director 
Raceredd@hotmail.com 
0424 948 461 
 
Trent Johnson - Canteen 
trent.Johnson@ce.com.au 
0410 642 979 
 
Steve Carnt – Canteen  
stevecarnt@optusnet.com.au 
0432 138 085 
 
Dave Ryan – Short Course Trucks / Council  
dave_886@hotmail.com 
0412 673 250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



State Titles Reports  
 
Saturday Report 2wd Stock, Modified, Truck Stock 
 
The day started with practice in mud which made for interesting driving the the 
control tire. The first round still had mud patches with the track proceeding to 
dry our through the day until some cloud cover during the finals brought some 
moisture back out of the track. It was a day for those who were familiar with 
the track as the track conditions changed throughout the day keeping the 
newbies busy. 
 
2wd Stock Qualifying 
The first round started off muddy mixing up the normal form books a little. 
Once the track started to dry in round 2 it was back to business for Ash 
Anthony posting three 10 lappers, the only 2wd Stock driver to do so with 
times good enough for the 2nd row in modified. 
 
Shane Edwards had transponder failure in the first round having him regraded 
into 16th, but later coming back to qualify 7th. Edwin Ip drove consistently to get 
himself into the A final and qualify 9th with Yung Wang closing of the A final in 
10th. 
 
Roman DeSimone just missed the A final not showing enough pace in the 
early wet conditions to qualify 11th followed up by Jason Summers, a Ryde 
racer who has just taken this class but already showing pace against some 
older hands. David Couper qualified 13th while Manuel Correia and Trent 
Johnson qualified 15th and 16th both struggling with the wet conditions 
masking their regular form. 
 
Junior Stephen Weakley got quicker as the day went on to qualify 18th, 
showing some good skills arm wrestling his Tamiya around the track and 
gathering some valuable big meet experience. 
 
2wd Stock A Finals 
The front of the field showed that it was a track for error free driving. 1st and 
2nd proceeded to build a buffer to the rest of the field. Ash led from the front 
showing good pace and race times within seconds to each other, confirming 
the title with one round to spare. Edwin came through for 6th pushing out 
Shane in 7th and Yung in 8th. 
 
 
 
 



2wd Stock B Final 
Jason put in a 9 lapper to take out the B final comfortably. David took 3rd from 
Trent in 4th and Stephen battling for 5th but missing out by 1.5 seconds to 
finish 6th. Roman broke early on to classify as 7th while Manuel did not start to 
classify 8th. 
 
Truck Stock Qualifying 
Daniel Burrough and Rob Russell both got right on the pace early on showing 
their commitment to practice leading up to the event paying off qualifying 2nd 
and 3rd. 
Shane Edwards struggled with ESC problems for the first 3 rounds, at one 
point set for the B final until a good round got him into 4th. Roman came in 6th 
with Edwin Ip and Yung Wang 8th and 9th. Murray Thompson missed the A 
final by 1 point to come in 11th with Trent Johnson right behind him. Junior 
Nathan Russell qualified 14th after not being able to contend 3 rounds with 
electrical issues. 
 
 
Truck Stock A Finals 
Tom Matley took out the victory showing a clean set of heals, the only driver to 
post 10 laps. Ryde drivers Daniel and Rob battled it out for 2nd and 3rd with a 
particularly good result for Rob showing a good turn of speed leaving the 
regular Ryde racers behind. Shane ended up 5th after struggled to get to grip 
with the tires on an unfamiliar track and Roman showed his normal 
improvement during the day finishing 6th battling up the field later in the day 
leaving us guessing how much better he would do if he practiced! Edwin came 
in 7th after having glimpses of his regular form but otherwise struggling with 
some of the biffo down the back. Yung closed off the field in 10th  
 
Truck Stock B Final 
Murray was the only person to post a 9 lapper in qualifying out of the B final 
but early failure put him out and Trent took the victory with Nathan 3rd finishing 
a race finally after a day of problems. 
 
Great results from Ash, Daniel and Rob proving practice is an important part 
of race preparation. Special thanks to Shane Girdham of Harris RC, Trevor 
Johnstone for the faultless race timing and Richard Bagguley of Castle Hill for 
his tips and general help to some of our members on the day who were seeing 
Castle Hill for the first time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday Report 4wd Stock, Modified, Truck Modified 
 
Sunday was the 4wd and mod truck day. Drivers were greeted with an 
overcast day, but only a few sprinkles of light rain through the day. There was 
a visible black line on the track from the 2wd's. The track was moist and very 
grippy for the first half of the day, and then dried out for the second half. There 
was still grip but not as much as in the morning.  
 
Onto the racing and after controlled practice the first class up was 4wd stock. 
Chris Marshall was in form taking 3 out of the 4 qualifiers to take TQ. Chris 
continued the form into the finals winning the first and third final to take the 
title followed by Adrian Harlor and Darren Johnson. The top Ryde driver was 
Wayne Dickerson who finished 8th in the A final, Robert Russell and Edwin Ip 
finished 1-2 in the B final. 
 
In mod only 3 points separated the top 4 in qualifying! Scott Jones getting TQ 
over Dave Warner and Paul Shannon. After 3 exciting finals Dave Warner 
took his second mod title for the weekend. Scott Jones was second followed 
by Dallas Gardiner. Ryde drivers David Ryan and sean chapple finished in the 
B final. 
 
Last class for the day was mod truck, only a small field gathered for this title. 
After very close and exciting qualifying Ryan Andrews and Glen Andrews 
were only separated by fastest lap after tying on qualifying points. Sean 
Chapple qualified third. In the finals the racing was close but the top three 
finished as they qualified. 
�
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The Off-road Handling Basics by Shane Edwards 
This is meant to be an informative set of articles on suspension tuning primarily 
aimed at those new to the sport or who just need a few basics to get there car to 
suit their driving style. Remember one change at a time and if you get lost go 
back to the kit setup! 

 
5) Shock Dampening  

Make sure you use silicone shock oil in your shocks,shock oil is designed to not 
change through temperature changes and foam less. Generally you will only use 
oil between 20-50wt, with the higher the number the thicker the oil. 
 
Dampening is to control the rate a shock goes up and down by forcing different 
thickness shock oils though different size holes in the shock pistons. 
 
Over-damped (oil to thick) 
The car will lift off the ground before the spring is compressed properly over a 
bump and the wheel will not extend fully back before the next bump causing the 
shock to stay compressed around along corner. 
Will tend to skate and slide to and be inconsistent over bumps. 
Under-damped (oil to thin) 
The car will bounce or raise up after a bump or jump before it settles back down 
to its regular ride height. Will look like its wobbling up and down and wont change 
direction very quickly. 
Will have less cornering grip as not enough force will travel from the chassis to 
the wheels. 
 
This is the same effect if your shock looses it's oil, no oil in a shock will take away 
grip. Check you shocks before race day, if they make a squishy sound then they 
have air in them and will need a top up. 
 
What is Pack? (Advanced Tuning) 
To explain simply this is an effect you get when the shock piston is forced to 
travel quickly though the oil. For example if you have one shock with thick oil and 
big piston holes, and another with thin oil going through small piston holes, at 
slow speed they will move at the same resistance, but at high speed of typically a 
jump landing the one with smaller holes will have more resistance as the fluid 
starts to compress above the piston, the fluid is packing up. This is very primitive 
speed sensitive valving. Next issue... Wheelbase and Anti-squat 


