
 
 
 
                            

 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF ALL CLUB MEMBERS 
 
We are advising all club members that it’s time for things to change in the operation of our club.  
For a number of committee meeting now your Committee have been discussing the item 
relating to our club members just turning up to race, never lending a hand at the start or at the 
end day. 
 
It must be a wonderful feeling to know that you can just turn up and everything is there for you.  
You set up your pit, hook to the power which is out for you, go out and do some practice prior 
to the race meeting starting, the meeting is being conducted for you, you then go out and have 
your race, do 5 minutes marshalling, go back to your pit, sit down have a chat then when all 
your races are run, you quickly pack up and vacate the park – you have not lent a hand the 
entire day but have taken all day. 
 
Your club cannot continue this way and the committee members cannot continue to do all the 
work.  We are a club of 60+ members, some on road but the majority are off road racers and 
you all know that the track needs to be swept prior to racing commencing, the caravan needs 
to be set up so racing can be conducted, the canteen needs to be readied so everyone can be 
fed during the day and to make some extra money to help keep our race track preened to 
perfection.   
 
This lack of support from a large majority of club members was very apparent at the recent 
attempt to host the Sydney Cup on Saturday.  Sure we had 24 drivers entered but with over 40 
members in the off road section we should have had non racers volunteering their help.  We 
had club members pit from the car park to top pit area, no one was far enough away that they 
couldn’t help during the meeting, instead some members sat around working on their gear and 
chatting whilst the same people worked. 
 
Your Secretary was quizzed why she hadn’t obtained club members to help out with the 
scrutineering etc., so that drivers competing in 2 classes didn’t have to do a volunteer their time 
to scrutineering or clerk of the course duties.  It was pointed out that she had advertised Help 
Needed in the newsletter, sent out emails and posted letters in an attempt to get help for the 
weekend, what more was she expected to do?,  drag club members there!  Yes, we had 1 
helper on Saturday and 1 volunteer for Sunday, we needed at least 8 people each day. 
 
What was really upsetting was that Adam was the only person sweeping the track prior to 
racing it was only when members were called some came out and helped, don’t wait to be 
called, you all know what is required to set up a meeting.   
 
Nick and Roman were left to setting up the electricity boxes and scrutinerring area with very 
little assistance.  I also entered the Sydney Cup for the experience and I was left to set up the 
Canteen, cook food and making sure drivers had loan transponders and never had the 
opportunity to get out and practice, which most of our Ryde drivers did.   
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We have to turn our club around and all start pitching in with meeting setups and stop hiding 
away in the back blocks taking what is given and not returning anything.  Thanks to the few that 
do staying back and are the last to leave a race meeting. 
 
Just remember that there would be NO RACING at Ryde if Ian, Jennie, Gary, Adam, Nick and 
Roman didn’t turn up, so we are going to appoint people to do jobs at our race meeting to help 
share the load and make it, that our Committee members get to enjoy their racing as much as 
you do. 
 
The roster can be found below, so note your weekend and your duty and YOU WILL BE 
EXPECTED TO BE THERE AND DO WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN SELECTED FOR, so we 
share the duties and all learn how to run a race meeting. 
 
Ryde Committee 
 
 
RACE MEETING VOLUNTEER’S ROSTER 
 
These duties will be required to be done prior to the race meeting so you should be at the track 
by 9.00am.  You are expected to be there, if you are not sure what to do, you will be instructed. 
 
DATE DUTY 1 NAME DUTY 2 NAME 

14 Sept Track Sweep Levi Gazzard Track Sweep Alec Langley 
 Track Sweep Roman de Simone End of Day Edwin Ip 
     
 Canteen Setup Trent Johnson Track Setup Mudi Widjaja 
     
28 Sept Track Sweep Ashley Anthony Track Sweep Tom Matley 
 Track Sweep Nick Mate End of Day Greg Waters 
     
 Canteen Setup Kara Dickinson Track Setup Nathan Russell 
     
12 Oct Track Sweep Scott MacGee Track Sweep Robert Russell 
 Track Sweep Steve Carnt End of Day Sean Chapple 
     
 Canteen Setup Lochiel Langley Track Setup Luke Waters 
     
26 Oct Track Sweep Gary Boyce Track Sweep Michael Fretin 
 Track Sweep Ken Anderson End of Day Wayne Dickerson 
     
 Canteen Setup Erik Lee Track Setup Lucas Balacchino 
End of Day – pack up any equipment on or around the track. 
Canteen Setup – put out the tables and lap scoring boards 
Track Setup – put out the track barriers and brooms 
                                             
 

♫♫ HAPPY BIRTHDAY ♫♫♫ 
September 2008 

 
2nd  Edwin Ip 10th  David Ryan 17th  Roman de Simone 

23rd  Kay Tompkins 24th   David Bleakley 26th   Nick Máté 

 
 



COMING EVENTS:    September – November, 2008 
 
5 September  

1st Friday 
On Road Cancelled for September  

6 September  
1st Saturday Off Road – Series 3 - Round 2 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

 
14 September 

 
 

2nd Sunday 

540 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS OFF ROAD 
–  Series 3 ; Round 1  

 

Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

19 September  
3rd Friday 

On Road Cancelled for September Ryde Secondary College Court, Forrest Road, Ryde 

20 September  
3rd Saturday Off Road – Series 3 - Round 3 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

28 September  
4th Sunday Off Road - Series 3 - Round 2  Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

3 October  
1st Friday 

ON ROAD – SERIES 3 – ROUND 2 Ryde Secondary College Court, Forrest Road, Ryde 

4 October  
1st Saturday OFF ROAD  - SERIES 3 - ROUND 4 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

12 October  
2nd Sunday OFF ROAD - SERIES 3 ; ROUND 3  Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

18 October  
3rd Friday 

ON ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 3 Ryde Secondary College Court, Forrest Road, Ryde  

19 October  
3rd Saturday OFF ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 5 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

26 October  
4th Sunday OFF ROAD – SERIES 3 ; ROUND 4 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

26 October  
4th Sunday CHALLENGE CUP – OFF ROAD – ROUND 4 Venue:  Canberra        Name:  Canberra Classic 

31 October  
5th Friday 

ON ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 4 Ryde Secondary College Court, Forrest Road, Ryde 

1 November  
1st Saturday OFF ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 6  Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

7 November  
1st Friday ON ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 5 RSC Basketball Courts, Forrest Road, Ryde 

9 November  
2nd Sunday OFF ROAD - SERIES 3 ; ROUND 5 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

15 November  
3rd Saturday OFF ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 7 Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

TBA  RYDE’S – 2008 ‘ELECTRIC ON ROAD MASTERS’       RSC Basketball Courts, Forrest Road, Ryde 

21 November  
3rd Friday ON ROAD – SERIES 3 - ROUND 6 – FINAL ROUND RSC Basketball Courts, Forrest Road, Ryde 

23 November  
4th Sunday VINTAGE RACE MEETING OFF ROAD  

– SERIES 3 ; ROUND 6  
Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

Look out for entry  forms 

29 November  
5th Saturday ON ROAD - SERIES 3 - ROUND 8 – FINAL ROUND Blenheim Park, Blenheim Road, North Ryde 

 
 
NEWS – changes to on road racing in September 
 
The unfortunate news is that we have cancelled Friday night On Road for September as 
Illawarra on road club has withdrawn from the Illawarra vs. Ryde challenge this year.  The 
reason given was the decreasing numbers attending on road race meetings and because Ryde 
has not held a meeting for a number of months. 
 
We would like to see our ALL OUR RYDE ON ROAD MEMBER’S attend our first meeting in 
October.    Get your gear and get it ready for the first meet at RSC COLA, Forrest Road, Ryde 
on Friday, 3rd October 2008. 
Go to club website and then online button, select date and complete details, online closes 12 
noon Thursday to allow for canteen shopping. 
 
Saturday Night is also on hold for the time being, due to the carpark and ground hassles that 
Ryde council has caused us.  We won’t be able to get parking during the afternoons and 
cannot drive on the grass because council currently have a policy of no vehicles in parks.  Be 



please be patient and as soon as we can get cars in the grounds we will start up racing and we 
hope you will not leave us because of the council ruling, because we do hope to turn this rule 
around and be able to continue with the Saturday twilight meetings shortly.  Sorry for any 
inconvience that this may cause some of our visitors and members. 
 
 
540 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – 14 SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
An event for all Ryde members – everyone is expected to attend this. 
Entry forms are required for this event, please complete the form in this edition and return it to 
Jennie by Sunday, 7 September. 
 
Remember this event has only 4 classes:  2wd 540, 4wd 540 and truck 540 and Novice 540. 
The motors you use must be from the batch that will be available on Sunday and entrants will 
have time to solder for motor connection. 
 
The motors may be recalled during the event, so if you are thinking about tampering with the 
motor, you will be penalised because of the motor swapping that will take place – no tampering 
that is: water dipping, comm. drops, running in on batteries, twisting or brasso running is 
permitted to these motors and all motors will be tagged so we will know who has tampered with 
the 540’s. 
 
This is a World Championship (for fun) so motors must be those legally issued.  Also if anyone 
has access to any other countries flags we would appreciate it if you could loan them to us for 
this event. 
 
Remember, this is a Fun event, the purpose of the event is to bring drivers back to “Driving 
slow is Driving fast” and as we have to re-run the Sydney Cup, this event will be of benefit to all 
club members. 
 
If you do not know how to get your 540 Johnson motor into your car or need any assistance 
with the car, bring it along in its ready to race condition and we will have racers there to aid you 
and please make sure you have some extra pinions with you for this event. 
 
 
PROMOTIONAL MEETING – 1 NOVEMBER 2008 
 

PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR PLEASE 
 
On Saturday, 1 November our club has been invited to be part of a promotional event at 
Sydney International Regatta Centre, Penrith which will coincide with the Solar Boat Challenge 
and the Hydrogen Car Challenge cars using Solar and Hydrogen for power. 
 
All club members are being given advanced knowledge of this event because we expect every 
one from off road and on road to attend this promotional event and give a good display of our 
sport.  If you have not already done so, please put it on your calendar as we have been asked 
to run a race meeting at Penrith with our off road and on road cars, we will make a circuit with 
jumps and be able to show off our talents and our equipment. 
 
It would be expected that all our club members be in attendance for this promotional event, at 
this time I don’t not have a start time, this will come later in the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SYDNEY CUP POSTOPONED - 9 November 2008 
 
If you were not at the Sydney Cup on Sunday, you would not be aware that the event was a 
wash out, it rained rather heavily on Saturday night putting paid to us continuing the event. 
 
The event will now be re-run on Sunday, 9 November making our event the last event in the 
Challenge Cup / Drivers Championship and it will be an important event for those drivers who 
have a change of taking out the event. 
 
Canberra round is a one day event and under the current rules you will drop your worst round, 
so for those club members not intending on going to Canberra, you are going to have to attend 
the Ryde re-run event. 
 
Drivers contested 2 qualifiers on Saturday, those results will be counted towards the event and 
when you enter the re-run event you will be given 3 more qualifying runs and 3 finals, and your 
best 3 from 5 qualifiers will count to your qualifying position. 
 
How did you go in the first 2 rounds of qualifying, need to do more work to get to the “A” final’s, 
then make sure your attend the 540 day for a start, this is where we will be working on driving, 
and we should be able to get more out of our team and more into the A’s and push the other 
club out.  Your results are in this edition and will carry to the re-run. 
 
 
NEW CLUB CLOTHING HAS ARRIVED. 
 
We are please to advise that our stock of new club clothing has arrived.   
 
Caps will cost $10.00 each, Bucket Hats will cost $10.00 each, Shirts (not all sizing available) 
will cost $28.00 each and Polar Fleece tops (children’s sizes) will cost $32.00 each. 
 
We will continue with the old logo Polar Fleece tops in adult sizing until they are depleted then 
the new logo will be used, the top is exactly the same.  These will also cost $30.00 each (sale 
price).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 


